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Homeless Man has Control

of Life

By: Warren Chu

Raymond Byrnes is homeless and 61 years old. He
sleeps on the street every night and smells horrible
smells. But, Byrnes has control of his life, despite being
homeless. He goes to Church twice a day and drinks lots
of coffee. He's working on a project that he hopes to pre-
sent to a major that will get him off the streets.

Despite having homeless shelters within walking
distance, Byrnes prefers the cold comfort of the street.
Every day Byrne’s days start at 5 Am exactly. His days fol-
low a strict routine that is never broken. He wakes up and
prays and thanks the Lord for helping him get through an-
other night on skid row. He wraps up his things and fol-
lows the same route everyday to his church. At 6AM he’s
at his pew-row 10, left side, against the adobe wall. After
Mass, there are free cups of coffee and sweets. After grab-
bing some, he walks to Phillipe’s, a Los Angeles institu-
tion. They have $.08 coffee.

Byrnes follows a strict routine and hopes to get his

life in order again.
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